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Richard M. Nixon, former Vice I
ol the 'United *8tates, ‘Republican ic;
for President-in 1980, currentlytcanai
Governor. of California; has been on
most controversidl politital tigures o
i decades. Tn hig progress to the H
tepresentatives, {o the' Séniste, to t
I'residency and almost to the White
he created- strong enthusiasm “and
among a very large group of Americ
deep hostility and even hatred al
other lar¥e group. Few Amigricans ye,
veutral or undecided, .© . i |
_Now Mr. Nixon haswritten his fir
*Six Crides,” and it*provides fascinati
dence why both séts 8views 4re widel .
To furnish @-frane on which tc"
certain of - hig- experiéﬁces, Mré Nix
“dopted the device of exatnining how ¢
cxample of political man, regets in
He retells six crucial’e
vareer:
.‘\Iger- Hiss as a Communist agent, the
which first brought Mr. -Nixon national
fion: the. furor during the 1952 can
whep stories were published that some
fornia, friends had been providing him i
pense "fund" to covér political expense;
prohienis he and hig.assoctates in the Ct
and White House fdced ‘cafrying on. the
srnment during .the ctitical illnesses of I
dent Hisenhower: Com_munist attacks o
ituring his 1958 trip. tb South America
encounters with - Soviet Premiey Khrus]
it Moseow in July 1959; and the 1960 1
dential campaign. =
Mr. Nixon’s Self-Analysis
~ In ecach episode, Mr. Nixon periodi
inlerrupts the flow of the narrative -us
artificially and distractingly —to analyz
Jwn reactions’ 8t the moments of crisis
the lewsons he learned from these. react,
Among these féssons: The _ability to be
J1 erisls depends on the degree bf prej
don; the most difficult period is the
erizis period of decision-making, and the
tie ilsclf is easy; the most dangerous pe¢
comas after the erisis, when energy is
and reactions dulled. v i
‘These psychoanalytic agides sre not
wwtely as interesting ag the story Mr. N
rela,fes. Much of the early material has
ready heen told in biographies and artis
H}xt the tirst-person retelling of Mr. Nj
himself, with an exdéellent eye for vivid
iaii snd colorful quotes, has impact
¢ the Previous accounts carr .
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foxon  exphyed’ wienr he heard, after
limouy TV broadeasty during the 1952 ¢
Alfal ill wanted a’ face-lo-f

r, 4t Tke st
wmectify before -making a final decision

whether to drep=the Californian from

How mneh more vivid the

Nizon himself: “For the first ti

et a week of tremendous tension,

vty hiew my gtack.  ‘What more can
e T T raled

A
5 ge

oM. me™’

amg Vié#‘fo .

g

[ . ’
: ~episodes-.in hi;
HIS succeastill efforts to ic

- friends.

“ler stories;ifor skampie, related that .~
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wiach of the :-aierial on later even's is
gdew and fascinaling—-his privaie talks wiih
+*v - Khrushehev, his campaign sirategy, his
post-election meeting with Mr. Kennedy in’
Miami Beach. Already there is. oontroversy
over his’ attack on Mr. Kennedy's campaign-

n Cyba. Mr. Nixoy'icharges his,

8, program on sétret informa-:

basing” his

4t P 4 A A .
My, Kenngdy eietges frém Mr. Nixon’s;
pages aggn’ihtelligent and resourcetul oppo-
fient; but an uhprineipled and opportunistic
one. Viece President Lyndon Johnson, Mr.
Nixon gdys, *‘has always, been & political;
pragmafist and has never had ‘too much
diffitulky aecgmmodating his pripciples to his:
golitick”  New York Governpt Rockefeller,
e guthor jndidates, ig 4nother.fnan who lets
hig:#nbitions ddmindte hi'prineiples. "
" "Probably e book is of ‘greatesi interest.
though, in what it suggests of Mr. Nixon
himself. And it is here that fan and critic
each will find evidence to bblster his own
case. . .

Mr. Nikon pushed the Hiss care hard,
when .other people were inclined to let it
slide, ahd  was proven right. His behavidy
during President Eisenhower’s illness wag
eminently cofrect in a most difficult situa-
tion. He wag available for political assign-
mehts even when the auspices were bad. His
actions' on’ the South American trip were
couragéous, his argument§¥ith Mr. Khrush-

rdized  national ,security by’

‘the cahdidate: i Central Intelli- '

j vide’d".elag,o@g snte
Wwere a closaly held’
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coourled  themn more o fiad 18 Tpress
“secretary, Herb Kiein, “provided the more

glabeorate . fagilities. for entertaififnt that
alinger, with greater funds gf hisidisposal,
wasgable® to-provige.)? The J oty comn-
' SWE t: that Mt 1 g .. hot

i origrs; He just wasn’t as &%yau-

y brietings; Presidant Kennedyl: a¥ieto, sheier” questions 3rid clear ub din:
. ST A. chief Dilfés have denie fugg&%s <, "Rennegly. Was—quite a/AQif.
iﬁ?éﬁﬂ_'\;’?ﬁ?fmlsun'derstar'xdmg was Wen_ mptier gﬁBm eourting,’” And if K‘r@n'
g Rl Ty o1 nedyls préss séorefary Plerre Salingeg. pro-

rtainrhentxf@ci}iti@%,k ey
sectet.. Sy A
Mt. Nixon, at the age of 49, is‘app#o
Ing’a seventh and poksifily decisive grisis,
Hf ‘he loses in Cwlifornia this November, his
“political career is over .and he will proba:
sbly fade into relative obscurity.: If he wins,
he'l he on the comeback trail, bré‘eding
new controversies and clashes. And future
political leaders and political observers wil!
be citing again and again from this book.
L —-AbaN L. OTTEN
“Sia Crises.” By Richard M. B
Poo 45N paves. Bach
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chev 'in Moscow handled diplomatically but .

firlmly. ‘During the 1960 °campaign, he re-
jected urgings to explait the Catholie: issue,
even when the Democrats were exploiting it
in their fashion. IR

On_the other hafld, his book shovws' how
much of a lone wolt he has been, how little
he sought or heeded the advice of staff and
His distrust .of the press, lack of
humor, fréquent use of corny cliches all are
underlined. :

His accounts repeatedly shade the facts
in his own favor—perhaps not surprising for
a politician. For example, he says his role

in the Hiss case has been the source of .

‘liberal’” antipathy; actually, most ‘‘liberals’’
based their dislike of Mr, Nixon on a belief
he used extreme tactics in his campaign for
the House in 1946 and for the Senate in 1950.

He blames his poor showing in the first
television debate with Mr. Kennedy almost
entirely on his own run-down physical ap-
pearance, and never mentions that much of
the criticismm was because he spent so much
of the time ‘‘me-tooing’’ his opponent. He
says he rejects '‘the theory, expressed by
some.”" that he would have received better
freatment frorm campaign reporters had he

e

Adreveno

E
i
ha

Approved For Release 2004/01/16 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000500450012-8



